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‘Overview Critical thinking, web site evaluation, technology. Many students
rely on information they have located on the Internet for school assignments
‘and may never even look at any other sources. With the huge amount of
information found and the lack of any standards for publishing on the web,
students need to realize that this information must be evaluated before they
accept what they find at face value. On completion of this lesson, students
will be able to create an evaluation instrument to gauge the usefulness,
accuracy, and reliability of information located on a website.

Grades High School
‘"Time Allotment Three 45-minute periods

Learning Objectives
On completion of this lesson students will be able to:
1. Recognize bogus or hoax websites.
2. Identify qualities of a reliable, authentic website
3. Use an evaluation instrument to judge the accuracy, authority, objectivity,
content and timeliness of a website.
This lesson addresses Va. SOLs
E/W 10.10
E/W 12.8
C/T 124

Media Components

Computers with internet capability — one per three students.

Netscape Navigator or Microsoft Internet Explorer browser

Multimedia projector with necessary cables (audio/visual, network)

Screen

Bookmarked websites [Note to teacher: Using PortaPortal.com is a good way to organize

these sites for student use]:
Sites for comparison of authentic vrs. hoax sites:

e Mankato Minnesota Home Page (hoax site) - http://Ime.mnsu.edu/mankato/mankato.html

City of Mankato, Minnesota (real city homepage) - http://www.ci.mankato.mn.us/

USA Today (real site) - http://www.usatoday.com/life/enter/music/lemindex.htm

California’s Velcro Crop Under Challenge (hoax site) -http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html
The White House (parody site) - http://www.whitehouse.net

The Talent Network (real site) - hitp://www.thetalentnetwork.com

Genochoice (hoax site) - http://www.genochoice.com/

Tomb Sweeping Festival (real site) — http://www.gio.gov.tw/info/festival c/tomb e/tomb.htm
Burmese Mountain Dog (hoax site) - hitp://descy.50megs.com/akcj3/bmd.html
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Evaluation sites:

e (riteria For Evaluating Internet Resources (University of British Columbia University)
http://www._library.ubc.ca/home/evaluating/Easyprint. html

e Evaluating Web Pages: Techniques & Questions to Ask (UC Berkeley)
hitp://websearch.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite. htm?zi=1/X] &sdn=websearch&zu=http://

www.vuw.ac.nz/staff/alastair smith/evaln/index.htm

e (ritical Evaluation of Resources (UC Berkeley)
hitp://www.lib.berkeley.edu/Teachinglib/Guides/Evaluation.html

e Five Criteria For Evaluating Web Pages (Cornell University Library)
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webcerit.html

e Evaluating Sources of Information (Purdue University Online Writing Lab)
hitp://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/EvalSrc W/internet.htmI# Authorship

e Evaluating Internet Resources (Long Island University/Southampton College)
http://www .southampton.liunet.edu/library/evaluate.htm

e Mecthods of Evaluation (University of Illinois/Urbana-Champaign)
hittp:/1rs.ed.uiuc.edu/wp/credibility/page3.html

e  Great Websites For Kids (American Library Association)
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/greatwebsites/ereatwebsitesforkids/greatwebsites.htm

Alternate evaluation sites (for lower ability readers)

e Evaluating Internet Resources: A Checklist (InfoPeople)
http://www.infopeople.org/resources/bkmk/select.html

e Knowing What’s What and What’s Not: The 5 W’s (and 1 “H”) of Cyberspace (Media Awareness
Network)
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/special _initiatives/
wa resources/wa shared/tipsheets/5Ws of cyberspace.cfin

e The ABC’s of Web Literacy (University of Pennsylvania Library)
htip://eethelp.library.upenn.edu/guides/tutorials/webliteracy/weblitintro.html

¢ Evaluating Internet Resources (University at Albany)
http://library.albany.edw/internet/evaluate. html

Materials and Student Handouts
e Web Eval. PowerPoint
e Mankato, Minnesota Activity Worksheet
e Believe It Or Not? Web Sites For Evaluation
e Bvaluation rubric

Teacher Preparations

e Bookmark websites or use PortaPortal.com.
Check all links prior to lesson to be sure they are still active
Duplicate student handout materials — one copy per group.
Set up computer with multimedia projector
Load PowerPoint slide show

e & @ o
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Introductory Activity
Focus: Say: “With a show of hands, please answer these questions:

1. How many of you use the library’s resources for locating information for school

projects/homework?

2. How many of you use print materials such as books and magazines?

3. How many of you use specific reference books?

4. How many of you use the databases on the library homepage such as Grolier

Online, eLibrary, SIRS Knowledge Source, etc.?

5. How many of you use search engines such as Google or MSN Search?
Using the multimedia projector or overhead projector, show slide #1 on PowerPoint
presentation of quote from Pew Institute survey (“Nearly every online teen (94% of 12 to
17 year olds who report using the Internet) has used the Internet for school research...”)
and slide #2 quote from Pew Institute survey ("'94% of teens use the Internet to do
research for school; 71% relied mostly on Internet sources for the last big school
project.”). Explain that locating quality information is an expectation by teachers but that
students don’t always evaluate how useful or even accurate the information is that they
find in their searches.

Activity: Divide students into groups of 2 or 3. Assign one half of class one Mankato
site to research; assign the other half to the second Mankato site. Give each group one
copy of the Mankato, Minnesota Activity Worksheet [Note: All sites used in this lesson
will be on my PortaPortal page for efficient student access. If you haven’t set up a
PortaPortal account, these sites can be bookmarked ahead of time on the computers|
Display slide #3 to help them go to the PortaPortal page. Display slide # 4 from the
PowerPoint presentation with 4 questions listed. Say: “You will be working in small
groups to quickly locate the answers to the questions on the screen. The answers can be
found somewhere on your assigned website which you can access through my PortaPortal
page. Record your answers on the worksheet.” [Note: If this is the first time you have had
your students use a PortaPortal account, you will need to review the steps on the slide to
help them get to your page.] After about 15 minutes, have groups report their answers.

Follow-up: Ask: “Why are there such amazing discrepancies? If you were writing a
report about Mankato, would it matter which site you used for the information?” Accept
any reasonable answer at this point. Explain the difference between information located
in reference materials and books to that found on the web (Reference books and other
books are reviewed by an editor; anyone can publish anything to the web). Do not reveal
which site is the hoax site at this point.

Learning Activities
1. Focus: Explain that other people have also experienced frustration in locating accurate,
reliable information on the web and that there are ways to evaluate the information. The
first activity will allow them to come up with ideas about what they feel is important
when evaluating a website.

Activity: Say: “Here is a list of sites on the internet which someone might locate
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during a search. Some are bogus and some are legitimate. You can reach these sites
through my PortaPortal account under the topic Web Eval. Worksheet 1.” Have students
view PowerPoint slide # 5 to help them get to the correct place on the PortaPortal page,
then display slide #6 with the seven websites listed. Hand out one copy of Worksheet #1
to each group. Say: “Choose any four of the sites listed. On your worksheet, identify
which are the bogus sites and which are the legitimate - sites that you would be able to
use for a school report, for instance. As you examine each site, list the criteria you used
to come to your decision.” Emphasize that they need to use verifiable criteria; they may
not just decide the information is wrong based on their own opinions. Give them
approximately 30 minutes to do this.

Follow-up: Have students report their results. On the board, list the types of criteria
they used for evaluating the websites. Examples might be: the author’s name was given,
there was a copyright date given, the URL had .edu for the domain, etc.

2. Focus: Explain that there are many ways to evaluate websites. Other people may use
different criteria. In your group, you are now going to read an article that discusses
evaluation of websites.”

Activity: Display slide #7 for directions from PortalPortal page then slide #8 which
lists eight different sites. From this list, assign each group a different website dealing with
evaluation. [Note: I have preinstalled these sites on my PortaPortal site. If you are
working with ESL or lower reading level students, you may want to try the alternative
sites listed which are also listed above and installed on my PortaPortal site.] Have
students read the article on the website and then list the criteria mentioned for evaluating
sites on the back of the worksheet they used in the last activity. Allow about 20 minutes
for this. Students may place a check mark next to any criteria they had identified in the
previous activity. Have students note what type of format the evaluation instruments used
(list of questions, check lists, numerical ratings, etc.).

Follow-up: Have students share their findings, noting which ideas they had previously
listed on the board, grouping similar ideas into the categories: accuracy, authority,
objectivity, content and timeliness. Discuss the types of formats used and ask which they
preferred.

Culminating Activities

1. Focus: Refer back to the introductory activity and ask the students to identify, with a
show of hands, which site was the bogus site. Tell them the activity they are about to
complete will help them justify their selection.

Activity: Combine groups so that each group now has 4-6 students [Note: by
combining groups, students are more apt to discuss what they want to include rather than
just copy the idea they read on their particular website in the last activity]. Using the
categories and criteria they listed on the board in the previous activity, have students
create their own website evaluation instrument and then use that instrument to evaluate
the two websites from the introductory activity. They may choose to create the
instrument using the computer or on a sheet of paper. Give each group a copy of the
evaluation instrument rubric page to use as guidance.

Follow-up: Each group will give a 2 minute presentation of their instrument to the

Page 4 of 5



What’s That You Say? — Believe It Or Not

On the Internet
: VPT@ n e i1nterne he

Elsie Garber
Harrisonburg City Public Schools

Virginia's Public Television

class, explaining which site was the bogus site and how using their evaluation instrument
validates their claim. Each student in the class will then rate each group’s presentation
and the evaluation instrument created (using the rubric). They will also evaluate their
own presentation and instrument.

Assessment
e Informal — Observe students in small group activities to assess participation, time
on task, and understanding of assignment.
e Formal — Grade oral presentation and final evaluation instrument for each group
using the rubric. The final grade is computed by combining my evaluation with
those of the students (each weighing one half of the grade).

Community Connections
e Have students create a PowerPoint presentation for middle school students on
some aspect of website evaluation.

e Have students evaluate the website of a local community organization or
government body and email the web master of the site with specific
commendations or recommendations based on their evaluation.

Cross-Curricular Extensions
e The White House site is also available in Spanish, as 1s the real White House site
at www.whitehouse.gov. Spanish classes could use these sites as opposed to the
Mankato sites in the introductory activity.
¢ Have students locate five websites that they have evaluated and would
recommend for a specific topic in a subject area they are currently studying.
e Have students create a hoax or parody web page for a topic they are studying.
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Mankato, Minnesota Activity Worksheet

Group #1

Mankato Minnesota Home Page - http://city-mankato.us

Group #2

City of Mankato, Minnesota - http://www.ci.mankato.mn.us/

Questions:

What was the name of the Indian tribe that originally lived in the area?

What was the first name of the town of Mankato?

What is the name of the university located in Mankato?

In general, what is the weather/climate like at Sibley Park?



Mankato, Minnesota Activity Worksheet
Answer Key

Group #1

Mankato Minnesota Home Page - http://city-mankato.us

Group #2

City of Mankato, Minnesota - http://www.ci.mankato.mn.us/ [Answers to the questions can
be found on this site under the Visitor Info menu using the Visitor Links for Education
and History and by using the Parks links]

Questions:
What was the name of the Indian tribe that originally lived in the area?
Group #1 — Wooodan Indians

Group #2 — Dakota Indians

What was the first name of the town of Mankato?
Group #1 — Mandota

Group #2 - Mahkato

What is the name of the university located in Mankato?
Group #1 — Mandota University

Group #2 — Minnesota State University

What is the weather/climate like at Sibley Park?
Group #1 — Subtropical

Group #2 — Winter, cold & snowy - Summer warm






