Using PowerPoint with PRS InterWrite 


PRS InterWrite  Help Sheet (for use on a PC or Mac)

Lessons can be created in the InterWrite software (can be downloaded for Mac or PC from InterWrite.com) or a PowerPoint presentation can be created containing questions which can then be synced with InterWrite to use the PRS hand units.  The Help Menu gives very detailed directions for creating InterWrite lessons, if you prefer that option,

Creating your PowerPoint presentation for use with PRS:

If creating a Power Point lesson, is it suggested that you plan to leave some white space on each “question” slide (bottom 1/3 of the slide is default) so the question can be viewed at the same time that the InterWrite interface response window is displaying the response, timing and answer graph information.

Create your PP slides as you normally would and save your slideshow.  You can have slides with questions mixed with information slides with no questions.  The clickers have 1,2, 3, etc. and a, b, c, etc. so either can be used. Transition can be set to advance by mouse click or space bar.  Some like to duplicate each slide, so questions can start with the click of a mouse.

Preparing your PowerPoint presentation to use as a lesson with InterWrite:
On a computer that has both Interwrite and Microsoft PowerPoint installed, check to see if the PowerPoint has enabled InterWrite connections – there will be a PRS menu bar when PowerPoint is launched.  If this is not visible, the directions for doing this step are in the ReleaseNotes (or ReadMe) in the InterWrite folder. The first time each teacher logs on to use PRS, this AddIn must be installed.  See your TRT or Tech staff for help.

1. Launch your PowerPoint presentation (Start/All Programs/Microsoft PowerPoint/on a PC…)  On each slide that contains a question which you would like to set up for student PRS response,  click on New Question  from the PRS menu.  

2. Select the correct options for each question (number of answer choices, etc.)  Make sure that you select the number of answers from the pull down menu (not by typing a number).  Once you create each new question, the PRS icon will appear on each slide.  Continue until all questions are converted to PRS format.  Save your PowerPoint. Add “prs” to the title, if you wish, when you save.

3. When done, save your PowerPoint presentation and QUIT InterWrite PRS (right click and choose close on a PC--  Escape Escape will return you to PowerPoint, and you can File/Exit from that point also, using the menu bar or the taskbar.)

Setting up your PowerPoint presentation to use as a lesson with InterWrite:
1. Hardware setup:  Plug in the PRS hardware, using the color coded aids.  Plug into the computer and then turn on the computer.  Plug in the power supply after all connections have been made.

2. Create a Class - You can select a Roster that is already created and meets your specs (either THMS Math or THMS) -completing this option allows you set the number of students (we have 30 units) and make other choices.

Running Your PowerPoint Lesson with InterWrite PRS:

1. Begin by launching InterWrite and checking your CONNECTIONS in the Menu Bar.   Select a port (Port#2 often is the one) and then under Connections, select  Port Check.  Close when the unit response is indicated on the black section of the screen (reselect another port if no response shows). Then QUIT InterWrite PRS.

2. Launch your PowerPoint and View SlideShow.  In just a few seconds, the PRS program will also launch. (InterWritePRS must have been exited (quit) and relaunched by PP to start a new session on a PC.)  Respond to the New Session questions asked (autostart each question, automatically show graph, etc.). Click OK.  Wait until the first slide appears, after the session is created.  

3. If set on autostart, the PRS session’s first question will then begin countdown.  If you did not select autostart setting, you must click on the green arrow.  The seconds countdown will begin and the number of students who have responded with their PRS clickers will show.  If you wish to see which responders have clicked in, increase the size of the response window at the bottom.  If all students have completed the questions and seconds still remain, you can decrease the seconds remaining by clicking on the arrow to the left of the seconds counter, or click on the STOP icon.  If you need to increase the seconds for a question, use the plus arrow on the right.

4. After the seconds count down, the answer graph should automatically show, if set to do that.  If not, click on the Maximize button (middle button on a PC) and the response graph will show.  You may choose here to view the Graph Values by Number rather than percent, and click the responders icon to see which responders selected which answers.

5. When you view the correct answers and percent/number of answers, the correct answer choice will also appear at the top.  When done, (on a PC), click on the Minimize (middle button) and the next question will automatically appear. 

6. Click End Question, and PowerPoint will automatically proceed to the next question – or press Space Bar to advance, if advancing manually.

7. Continue through your PowerPoint quiz in this manner.
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