Kidspiration Tipsheet
Integration:

This program is full of graphic organizers.  These graphic organizers can be used to:

· help develop writing skills

· organize or sort ideas in the content areas

· assess content areas

Writing activities can be varied depending on your grade level.  For the younger primary student, start with the picture icon.  Here your students can set up a main idea web using pictures, pictures with words or words only. When students are ready to take the next step, this web can be converted into outline form by clicking on the paper/pencil tab.  Here each picture or word will be listed with room to write a sentence.  There are tabs that enable your students to add new ideas and use the arrow keys to move these ideas around in true outline form.  A tab at the bottom will add the letter and number headings to the outline if desired.  The page will be set up as if you are using notebook paper or the lined paper can be change to a plain white background using another tab at the bottom of the screen.  When the students are ready to publish, the outline can be converted to Microsoft Word, Scholastic Keys or Appleworks with a simple click on the pencil/paper icon on the top right hand corner of the screen.  At this publishing stage, all their written work is put into paragraph form. 
Organization and assessment of ideas in the content areas can be developed by using the many templates already created for your use or by creating your own graphic organizers using the Super Grouper tab.  You can set these organizers up using a teacher password so that students cannot change your template.  There are also numerous websites where you can find templates other teachers have made.  These sites will give you many ideas on how you can use this program to integrate technology and give you ideas on templates you can create for use with your individual class developing the objectives/content areas specific for your grade level.  The template/organizer you choose can be used at any stage of your lesson(s):  an introductory activity to assess what students already know, as part of the lesson(s) to organize ideas to develop comprehension, or to assess student knowledge at the end of the lesson(s).
Using the tabs in the program:

Arrow tabs enable students to scroll through over 1200 symbols which are organized into libraries
Writing tab which moves work to an outline format
Web tab to add a bubble(s) to the main idea

Note:  In order to link the bubble to the main idea, you need to click on the main idea and then click on the web tab. 

Link Symbol tab to add an arrow to any symbol on the page 

Note:  Click on the symbol you want the arrow to move from and drag the arrow to the symbol you want to connect to.
Super Grouper tab to set up your own graphic organizers

Eraser tab to clear
Undo tab to bring your work back

Ear tab enables students to make the voice/print match—students can change the type of voice they hear and they can even record their own voices

Kids tab to put student name on work

Note:  The name will appear across the top of the screen, but will not appear in the student’s work area until work is printed.

Symbol tab enables students to create their own symbols with paint and draw tools

At the bottom of the screen you will find all the text tools you find in most word processing programs.  You can change the font type, size, color and you can change the color of any part of the graphic organizers.  The magnifying glass enables students to enlarge the main idea web, put a frame around the main idea web, and return to the original main idea web.

Don’t forget the options across the top of the screen.  Here are just a few highlights from these tabs.  Under File, additional graphics or photos can be imported.  Under Goodies, you can add background color and spell check.  Under Sound, you can change the voice heard when using the program or students can record their own voice.  Under Teacher, there is an activity wizard to help you set up templates, you can set up Internet hyperlinks, and you can put a password on your work so that students cannot alter your templates.  Under Help, you have more resources to support your integration of this program.
Review:

You may find that you do not have time to use this program for awhile after camp.  When you have time to get back to the program, you may find a trip to the Inspiration website to be very helpful.  Remember to go to the resources link that Karen created for you:  http://staff.harrisonburg.k12.va.us/~kkcampbell/camp/Resources2005.htm 
When you look under Kidspiration, the first listing is the Inspiration website.  You can download a trial of the program here if you want to play with the program at home before coming back to school.  If you are a Primary teacher, you will want to check out the Kidspiration demo and the links to websites showing Kidspiration templates created by Primary teachers.  If you are an Elementary teacher, you will want to check out the Inspiration demo and the links to websites showing Inspiration templates created by Elementary teachers.  Karen has listed other sites on her resources list where you can check out more teacher created graphic organizers.  These will give you instant activities to use right away with your class and give you ideas on how to set up your own graphic organizers using the content related to your specific grade level.
