Ideas for Integrating Spreadsheets
· Alphabetize spelling words – Type in spelling words and use Sort to put them in alphabetical order.

· Charting Temperature - Record the temperature each day for a week.  Graph results.  Collect information for a month and calculate monthly averages.

· Simple Graphs – Enter information from students and create simple graphs:  How do I get to school?  What kind of pet do I have?  

· Gravity Simulation – Have students determine their weight on each planet.  On which would they weight the most?  The least?

· Pizza Party – Have students determine the cheapest pizza in town based on cost per square inch.

· Ping Pong Ball Bounce – Have students chart the height of a ping pong ball bounce when dropped from different heights and make predictions.

· Walk Across America – Determine the time it takes to walk one mile and then calculate the time it would take to walk to different cities.

· Recycling Project – Calculate how many pounds of paper would need to be recycled in a community environmental project to save one tree. Predict how many trees would be saved if the project continued year after year or grew exponentially.

· Charting War Casualties – Graph how many casualties there have been in various wars.

· Political Parties – Determine how many Republican and Democrat presidents we have had.  Which party has been in office the most?

· Student Heights – Record students heights at the beginning and end of the year.  Calculate how much they have grown.

· Learning with M&M’s – Determine the numbers and percents of each color of M&M’s in a bag.

· Checking Account – Create a “checking account” and use the spreadsheets as the register.

· Pi – Have students measure the diameter and circumference of round objects found in the classroom.  Enter the data in the spreadsheet and find circumference divided by diameter to develop an understanding of Pi.
· Perimeter and Area – Create a spreadsheet to calculate perimeter and area of a square, rectangle, and triangle
Resources:
The ABC’s to Excel

http://www.mindspring.com/~kadkins/ABC.htm
Access Middle School

http://www.middleschool.net/lesspln/mathF/mathlp.htm
LT Technologies Spreadsheet Resources
http://www.lttechno.com/links/spreadsheets.html#Elementary%20School
Classroom Resources in Technology

http://www.suelebeau.com/techresources.htm#spreadsheet
