Interactive Notebook Guidelines

What is the purpose of the notebook?


The purpose of the notebook is to enable you to be a creative, organized, and an independent thinker and writer.

What materials or supplies may I use in my notebook?


You will be using pens (blue or black.)  In addition to the pens, you will be using pencils, colored pencils, highlighters, crayons, and tape.  You may not use markers in your notebooks.

How should my notebook be organized?


Your notebook will be organized with a table of contents, reference section, vocabulary study section, writing section, and reading section.

How will my notebook be graded?


Notebooks will be graded on the assigned dates (see back of syllabus.)  All class notes and notebook assignments should be included, even for the days when you are absent.  An important part of your notebook is visual appearance.  Your notebook should be neat!  Each entry should be titled and dated.  Your artistic touch should be visible throughout the notebook.  Please check the attached rubric for a detailed description of your first Reading Notebook grade.

What happens if I am absent?


If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain notebook assignments from a reliable student, study buddy, or me.  Acceptable times to catch up are during Advisory or if we are working independently in class.  Unacceptable times are when we are working together as a whole class during our class time.  

What do I need to do to get started?


The first thing you should do is to create a collage of pictures that represent who you are or things that are important to you to glue to the front cover of your 5-subject notebook.  Cut a variety of pictures from magazines or other sources and glue them to the front cover.  On a small, blank piece of paper write your full name, Language Arts, and the block.  Glue to the front cover.  We will cover your Notebook with packaging tape to protect your design.  You will be given further instructions in class on how to organize the pages inside your notebook.

Share this handout with your parent or guardian, and then ask them to sign on the line below.

Student Signature:

Parent Signature:

